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Message from the Chair
Dear RSBC supporters,

Thank you supporters, volunteers and staff for helping RSBC grow to new levels in 2007.  

The Brunette Rivershed community is fully engaged with Project Rivershed, and we are now 
planning to expand to new communities in the Fraser river basin. Our Sustainable Living 
Leadership Program continues to develop and inspire new leaders. The Riversheds Forum 
encourages leaders in the stewardship community to coalesce and create new policy 
direction that supports our vision of “salmon flourishing in our rivers and people flourishing 
in our communities.”

Our communities require bold leadership with 
fresh environmental initiatives. Our salmon 
populations are threatened by habitat 
change and non-indigenous fish species that 
are disturbing nature’s balance. The RSBC 
is committed to providing and inspiring 
environmental leadership so that people 
will continue to flourish in our riversheds for 
generations to come. Thank you for your 
continued support.

Sincerely,
Damian Kettlewell,
Chair RSBC Chair, Damian Kettlewell,  

meets former US Vice President Al Gore

Executive Director’s Report
2007 was an outstanding year for the RSBC. Here are some of the year’s highlights:

Riversheds Forum
In June, we held the 7th Annual Riversheds Forum at the Chehalis Healing Centre on the 
banks of the Chehalis River. We offered a great line up of presenters, including JHA 
who talked about their national sustainability survey; Burnaby Mountain Secondary 
students who presented their ‘Salmon @ Work’ video; and Hans Schrier, UBC, Craig Orr, 
Watershed Watch Salmon Society, and Will Koop, BC Tap Water Alliance who were part 
of a panel presentation on the effects of global warming in the Fraser River Basin. Almost 
20 ‘Rivershed Stories’ were shared, and Gordon Mohs treated us to a guided walk to 
his nearby archeological dig. Jeremy Williams captured all aspects of the Forum on film, 
which can be viewed at www.rivershed.com.

SLLP
In August, we ran the 4th Sustainable Living Leadership Program down the Fraser river, 
which included seven participants, two facilitators, a videographer, three guides, and 
seven Fisheries & Oceans Canada resource staff (who joined us on different days for 
varying lengths). 

The program began in Prince George and finished twelve days later in Yale, with a dozen 
different community partners meeting us on the banks of the Fraser as we traveled through 
their communities sharing knowledge of sustainable living and stewardship. We challenged 
the students to keep their ecological footprint as low as possible and to present an outline 
of the outdoor education program that they developed based on what they learned on 
the trip. A daily SLLP video journal is available at www.rivershed.com 

con’t . . .
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Project Rivershed
In the fall, the Brunette Rivershed Demonstration Project wrapped up after successfully 
implementing the action and communications plans (see the Project Rivershed Report for 
details). After an excellent evaluation and feedback session in October, including a rave 
review from Environment Canada, we launched Project Rivershed Brunette with a workshop 
at BCIT to develop the new action plan. We also worked with our Fraser River community 
partners to determine their ‘state of readiness’ to launch Project Rivershed in their region.

Fraser Summit
In November, we held the 2nd Fraser River Conservation Leaders Summit at Coal Harbour 
Community entre in Vancouver to continue discussions around how to develop a common 
Fraser River campaign. The idea for a series of conservation policy recommendations 
aimed at all levels of government within the Fraser River Basin resulted. These 
recommendations will form the basis of a Fraser River Salmon and Sustainability Charter. 

Needless to say, the RSBC had another successful year and is involved in numerous exciting 
initiatives, poised and ready to grow as we move into the future.

Thanks are due to our Board or Directors, our hard working staff and contractors (Spring 
Gillard, Janis Olsen, Patti Graham, Richelle Letendre, Jeremy Williams, Doug Radies, and 
Visible Strategies), our funders, including the Bullitt Foundation, and our members and 
supporters who believe in our work.

Sincerely,
Fin Donnelly
Executive Director
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RSBC Staff: (l to r) back row: Doug Radies, 
Grant French, Richelle Letendre, Patti Graham, 
Leigh Taylor-Gibbs, Georgia Katz, Fin 
Donnelly; front row: Christopher Pollon (Board 
member), Spring Gillard, Janis Olsen



2007 Highlights
Project Rivershed

The past year was an exciting one for Project 
Rivershed, with the wrap up of the Brunette Rivershed 
Demonstration Project and the launch of Project 
Rivershed Brunette. There was on-going communication 
to the participants through calls, emails and the monthly 
email action update reminders.

by Spring Gillard, Project Coordinator

SalmonTrain
In 2007, the RSBC developed a communications plan, which focused initially on the 
“community group” gathered on the see-it™ site, then shifted outwards to the public, 
encouraging people to take steps to save salmon and water in their backyards and 
communities. 
One of the communications tactics that arose from the plan was the SalmonTrain project. 
Project partner Stream of Dreams Murals Society painted a salmon mural on a SkyTrain 
car, which was then dubbed the SalmonTrain. An entire campaign and media launch was 
built around the SalmonTrain. Media coverage was good and hits to our web site doubled 
during the month of September.

The year ended with a series of workshops with existing and new participants. We 
evaluated the program and looked ahead to 2008, previewing the latest iteration of  
see-it™ and the new framework to come.

Eco-Sculpture Fundraisers
We also collaborated with the City of Burnaby Parks Department on a number of eco-
sculpture fundraising events. We set up large salmon topiary at the BC Home & Garden 
Show and at several other community events. Visitors were encouraged to plant a plug 
(seedling) for a loonie. We raised more than $2500 for Project Rivershed Brunette through 
this campaign.
 

Mayor’s Challenge
In March, five Mayors were invited to attend the 
“Mayors Challenge,” part of the Brunette Rivershed 
Demonstration Project. The presentation, which was held 
at GVRD Headquarters in the Brunette Rivershed, was 
a huge success. Mayors Corrigan of Burnaby, Trasolini 
of Port Moody, Wright of New Westminster and Deputy 
Mayor Lynch of Coquitlam all attended. The City of Vancouver was unable to send a 
representative.

Follow up meetings were held and each municipality, including Vancouver, assigned a staff 
person to be responsible for entering an action and updating the scorecard monthly. All 
five municipalities now have an action on the site. 

Spring Gillard speaking at the 
SalmonTrain launch

Youth rep Greg von Euw addresses 
five Mayors of the Brunette rivershed

The RSBC-Stream of Dreams SalmonTrain
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Project Rivershed Committee Report

Mandate:  To guide, develop and shape the direction of Project Rivershed.

Summary of Activities:
The excitement and momentum we experienced after the 2006 implementation of the 
Brunette Rivershed Demonstration Project carried through 2007 with the launch of Project 
Rivershed Brunette. We would like to thank all our sponsors, partners and participants for 
making Project Rivershed Brunette a success. 

The highlight of the year was the SalmonTrain Campaign. During the months of September 
and October, thousands of Skytrain users ‘swam’ with the colorful school of salmon 
adorning the outside walls as they commuted through the Brunette Rivershed. This unique 
art piece created an awareness of the connections between our everyday lives and the 
salmon streams below. Congratulations to our artistic SDMS partners and hard working 
RSBC staff/contractors: Spring Gillard, Janis Olsen and Richelle Letendre.

The RSBC staff is also to be commended for their continuing work and support for Project 
Rivershed Brunette partners whose sustainability actions are listed in Visible Strategies’ 
web-based organizing tool, see-it™. We encourage you to take a minute to review the 
success stories at www.rivershed.com and to see our new project additions. 

Building on the success of Project Rivershed Brunette, our committee is working on an 
expansion plan. Background work is being done with potential partners in Fraser Lake, 
Williams Lake and Lillooet. We hope to be in a position to announce the next Project 
Rivershed Project this fall.

2007 Accomplishments:  
Implemented SalmonTrain Campaign
Continued partnership with Visual Strategies (formerly Real Living Solutions) and 
development of the see-it™ software tool
Continued work on the original 22 community sustainability actions using the see-it™ 
tool and initiated of 15 new actions
Collaborated with the City of Burnaby 
Parks Department on Eco-Sculpture 
fundraising events
Developed the “State of Readiness” 
tool and Project Rivershed expansion 
plan

2008 Recommendations:
Complete Project Rivershed  
expansion plan
Select and launch 2008 Project 
Rivershed Project City and hire Project 
Rivershed Coordinator
Continue work on Project Rivershed 
Brunette
Monitor and evaluate Project Rivershed 
Brunette

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Members: Dave Palidwor (Chair), Sharolise Baker, Bette McLennan, Olga Schwartzkopf, 
Cynthia van Ginkel, Jennifer Wilkie, Spring Gillard (Project Coordinator), Janis Olsen 
(Project Officer) and Fin Donnelly (Project Manager).

The Visual Strategies see-it™ tool 

by Dave Palidwor, Committee Chair
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Programs Committee Report Communications Committee Report
by Bette McLennan, Committee Co-Chair by Naomi Tabata, Committee Chair

Members: Bette McLennan (Co Chair), Kim North (Co Chair), Sharolise Baker, Leigh 
Taylor-Gibbs, Lynda Donnelly, Timothy Crickmay, Suzanne Dodd, Dana Scanlan, Glenda 
Newsted, Carrie McLaren, Janis Olsen (Project Officer) and Fin Donnelly (Executive 
Director).

Mandate: To monitor, evaluate and assist with development of the organization’s 
educational programming.

2007 Priorities:
• Determine the learning outcomes for the three RSBC programs – the Riversheds Forum, 

the Sustainable Living Leadership Program (SLLP) and the Rivershed Education Program
• Review the SLLP program including the Student Reader
• Review the Riversheds Forum
• Review the revised Rivershed Education Program 

2007 Accomplishments:
• Developed the Forum agenda and prepared logistics
• Began developing learning outcomes for the 2007 Riversheds Forum 
• Began revising the SLLP Reader
• Began marketing campaign for the 2007 SLLP
• Recruited several new members to the Committee

2008 Recommendations:
• Complete planning for the Riversheds Forum in Fraser Lake
• Complete learning outcomes for the 2008 Riversheds Forum
• Complete revision of SLLP Reader and continue marketing campaign

Members: Naomi Tabata (Chair), Don MacKenzie, Jasmine Mason, Janis Olsen (Project 
Officer), and Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).

Mandate: To monitor, evaluate and assist with the development of the organization’s 
communications and outreach strategies, including guiding, developing and shaping the 
direction of Project Rivershed communications.

2007 Priorities:
• Re-establish Communications 

Committee with a board 
member as chair

2007 Accomplishments:
• Re-established Communications 

Committee 
• Updated the RSBC contacts 

database
• Held one committee meeting

2008 Recommendations:
• Seek new committee members
• Develop annual committee 

work plan
• Participate in a website 

evaluation process with staff SLLP web of life exercise
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Executive Committee Report
by Damian Kettlewell, Committee Chair

Mandate: To evaluate and assist with the development of the organization’s research
tools, methodologies, monitoring and evaluation strategies.

2007 Priorities:
• Re-establish Communications Committee with a board member as chair
• Revise the terms of reference
• Populate matrix for project rivershed

2007 Accomplishments:
• Rebuilt research committee with help from recruits Jasmine Mason and David Roscoe 
• Recommended that RSBC’s name and logo be added to the BC River’s Alliance ongoing 

battle to ensure run-of-river hydro project sustainability
• Revised Research Committee terms of reference
• Compiled master list of issues relevant to RSBC’s mission and vision
• Provided written comment on behalf of RSBC to the provincial Ministry of Environment 

on the proposed Upper Skagit Watershed Fish and Wildlife Management Plan 

 2008 Recommendations:
• Seek new committee members
• Develop research agenda (i.e. determine what issues we will make our own)
• Develop process for determining how we take a stand on issues 
• Prioritize and recommend one position to the board (e.g. green hydro)
• Develop informal list of experts to comprise our intelligence network
• Determine feasibility of the RSBC going carbon free
• Assist in evaluation and review of project rivershed check-list submissions

Research Committee Report
by Christopher Pollon, Committee Chair

Members: Christopher Pollon (Chair), 
Siobhan Ashe, Don MacKenzie,  
David Roscoe, Jasmine Mason,  

 Fin Donnelly (Executive Director).

Mandate: To manage and monitor the governance process and the relationship between 
the Board and the Executive Director and improve the effective functioning of the Board, 
Committees and Executive Director.

Members: Damian Kettlewell (Chair), Don 
Mackenzie (Vice-Chair), Neal Nicholson 
(Treasurer), Naomi Tabata (Secretary), Fin 
Donnelly (Executive Director)

2007 Accomplishments: 
• Planned 10th Annual Pre-AGM wine and cheese
• Reviewed list of individuals interested in joining 

the Board & committees
• Reviewed our Honorary Board program 
• Revisited RSBC Policy Booklet and gave direction 

for AGM procedure for participation by non-
Lower Mainland Board members 

2008 Recommendations:
• Retain Board and committee members
• Direct new volunteers to get involved with our 

committees
• Maintain focus on diverse geographic 

representation by Board and committee members
• Evaluate potential for Aboriginal Committee 

within RSBC 
• Ensure ED prepares a succession plan
• Ask committees to submit yearly work plans
• Ensure Board self-evaluation is performed
• Ensure ED and RSBC contractors continue to 

receive performance reviews
Fin Donnelly during his 1997  

spirit of the salmon swim

12 Rivershed Society Rivershed Society 13



Finance Report

Other 2%

Donations 56.5%

Fees 4.2%

Grants 39.2%

Donations            $121,244.05 
Fees                  8,980.00 
Grants                84,150.00 
Other                     366.67 
Total Revenue     $214,740.72 

2007 Revenue 2007 Expenditures

Board Development 1% Riversheds
Forum 5% Fraser Summit 5%

Sustainable 
Living 
Leadership 
Program 21%

Rivershed  
Education 11%

Project Rivershed 57%

Board Development                     $1,637.08 
Riversheds Forum                     10,515.86 
Fraser Summit                       9,958.06 
Rivershed Education                     22,417.77 
Sustainable Living Leadership      43,544.13 
Project Rivershed                   122,490.55 
Total Expenditures                 $210,563.45 
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Rivershed ($10,000+)
Environment Canada
Bullitt Foundation
Pacific Salmon Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
Province of British Columbia

River ($1,000 - 9,999)
Fisheries & Oceans Canada
Sprott Foundation
F.K. Morrow Foundation
Royal Bank of Canada
Tides Canada
BC Hydro

Individuals
Gwen Chute
Timothy Crickmay
Lorne Davies
Lynda Donnelly
Alan Flowers
David Grigg
Damian Kettlewell
Jeff Knaupp
Lance Lilley
Jasmine Mason
Ian McArthur

Don MacKenzie
Bette McLennan
Richard Moore
Neal Nicholson
Kim North
Signe Radelet
Olga Schwartzkopf
Sheryl Seale
Marshall Smith
Naomi Tabata
Pamela Zevit

Families
Baker (Sharolise)  
Baker (Shannon)
Donnelly
Hanna
Miller-McRae
Palidwor-Zosiak
Taylor-Gibbs

Organizations 
Fraser River Discovery Centre
Lillooet Naturalist Society 
Westwood Computers

Donors 2007

Members 2007
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BC Healthy Communities
DMG Media World 
VanCity Savings Credit Union
David Suzuki Foundation
Spectra Energy Transmission

Creek ($100 - 999)
Ross McCoubrey
Vancouver Open Water  
      Swim Assn
Lillooet Naturalists Society
Mike McKone
Richard Bocking

Richard Moore
Investors Group
Val Donnelly
Olga Schwartzkopf
Signe Radelet

Friends (to $100)
Doug McPhee
Cy Donnelly 
Rosa Watkins
David Grigg
Janis Olsen
Patti Graham
E. Luporini



Healthy Riversheds
Key to Sustainability

A rivershed is bounded geographically by its high points of land, where the 
groundwater and surface runoff flow toward a common destination through a system 
of streams, lakes, bogs and other watercourses.

Riversheds often contain ecosystems, including a range of interdependent plant and 
animal species whose diversity is determined by climate, soil, moisture and other 
biophysical features and functions.

The term rivershed is gaining currency as one of the basic concepts of a sustainable 
society. Synonymous with watershed, the term is more place specific. It steers attention 
to a river in a particular geographical location and all activities and phenomena 
related to that area.

When a sense of place is organized 
around a river rather than a town 
or city, it encourages a mental shift 
from human settlement to the larger 
interconnected natural environment.

Being aware of connections 
—between humans and nature 
and among all things animate 
and inanimate—is a prerequisite 
to conceiving of a harmonious 
relationship with the earth.
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